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W. Traub is the JPL Project Scientist for the Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope (WFIRST), a major
strategic mission to be launched in 2024, to measure dark energy and exoplanets. He was formerly Chief
Scientist for NASA’s Exoplanet Exploration Program (EXEP), since 2005, working at JPL. The EXEP
program oversees the Kepler mission, the Keck Interferometer, the Large Binocular Telescope
Interferometer, the NASA Exoplanet Science Institute, and several testbeds for coronagraph development
at JPL. His current science focus is on measuring the zodiacal dust around nearby stars, interpreting the
Kepler data in terms of its prediction of the frequency of terrestrial-mass planets in the habitable zones of
nearby stars, the calculation of spectra of Earth-like planets, the mass-radius relation of exoplanets, and in
the theory of coronagraphs. Before 2005 he was the PI of the Far Infrared Spectrometer project, a balloon-
borne Fourier transform spectrometer to investigate the chemistry and physics of the Earth’s stratosphere,
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Coronagraph Workshop 2006, W.A. Traub, editor, JPL Publication 07-02, 2007.
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